The Sandy Hook Effect

Preventing Highly Improbable Mass Murders like that
at Sandy Hook Elementary School Is Impossible, but There
Are Things We Can Do to Decrease Violence

BY MICHAEL SHERMER
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Figure 1. Mass Shootings in the United States, 1980-2010,

tracking incidents, offenders, and victims. In any given year the number
of each bounces around wildly, but the overall averages come out to
around 20 mass murders and 100 victims per annum.
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Figure 2. Homicide rates per 100,000 people per annum in five Western
European regions, 1300-2000.5*
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Figure 3. Homicide rates per 100,000 people per annum in Nonstate
societies v. Western Europe, 1300-2000.52
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Figure 4. Homicide rates per 100,000 per year in the United States.
Note the dramatic decline in homicides during the assault weapons ban
starting in 1994, but also note the leveling off of homicides in the last

half of the 10-year ban and the dramatic drop after the ban was lifted.5®
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Crow Creek, South Dakota, 1325 CE
Nubia, site 117, 12,000-10,000 BCE
Sarai Nahar Rai, India, 2140-850 BCE

Br. Columbia, 30 sites, 3500 BCE-1674 CE
Volos'ke, Ukraine, ~7500 BCE

Vasiliv'ka Ill, Ukraine, 9000 BCE

lllinois, 1300 CE

Northeast Plains, 1485 CE

Vedbaek, DK, 4100 BCE

Bogebakken, DK, 4300-3800 BCE

lle Teviec, France, 4600 BCE

Brittany, 6000 BCE

Ctl. California, 1400 BCE-235 CE
Skatehom |, Sweden, 4100 BCE

S. California, 28 sites, 3500 BCE-1380 CE
Kentucky, 2750 BCE

Ctl. California, 1500 BCE-1500 CE
Calumnata, Algeria, 6300-5300 BCE
Ctl. California, 2 sites, 240-1770 CE
Nubia, nr. site 117, 12,000-10,000 BCE
Gobero, Niger, 14,000-6200 BCE

Avg. 21 prehistoric archaeological sites

Prehistoric
archaeological sites

Ache, Paraguay

Murngin, Australia

Hiwi, Venezuela-Columbia

Ayoreo, Bolivia-Paraguay
Modoc, N. California Hunter—gatherers

Twi, Australia

Casiguran Agta, Philippines

Anbara, Australia

Avg. 8 hunter-gatherer societies

Waorani, Amazon

Jivaro, Amazon

Gebusi, New Guinea
Montenegro, Europe
Yanomamao-Shamatari, Amazon
Mae Enga, New Guinea

Dugum Dani, New Guinea
Yanomamd&-Namowei, Amazon

Hunter-horticulturalists
& other tribal groups

Huli, New Guinea
Anggor, New Guinea
Avg. 10 hunter-hort. & tribal groups

Ancient Mexico, before 1500 CE

World, 20th C. (wars & genocides)
Europe, 1900-1960 States

Europe 17th C.

Europe & U.S., 20th C.

World, 20th C. (battle deaths)

U.S., 2005 (war deaths)
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Figure 5. Percentage of deaths in warfare for prehistoric peoples
v. modern hunter-gatherers v. hunter-horticulturalists and other
tribal groups v. modern states.>®
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